
Spain's Economic Policy and Allied Victories
BY CHABLES M. PEPPER.
TAIN Is gradually becoming pro-
ally. King Alfonso and the

j pcoplo always havo been pro-
ally, but there havo been strong
pro-German influences at the

court and in the army. Commercial in¬
terests also havo been pro-German.
There aro several reasons for the

change. The principal one is the
military successes of the allies.

Spain is not so much exposed to
German reprisals as are the Scandana-
vijin countries, but she is not outside the
sphere of Germany's vengeance in the
event of the ultimate triumph of the
Huns. When It seemed possible that
German armies might reach the
channel ports, take Paris and securo
a negotiated peace which would
affirm German victory, the pro-Ger¬
man party In Spain was in high
feather. It had long since ceased to
be apologetic. It was able to justify
Itself by claiming that open marks of
friendship for Germany would be the
best guarantee of-Spain's position In
the future.
Then came Gen. Foch's offensive,

the wresting of the Initiative from
the Germans and the hammer strokes
that havo steadily followed. In con¬
sequence, the pro-German party in
Spain is now on the defensive and is
even apologetic, while the pro-ally
elements are making their policy
clearly known.

Spain has had plenty of causes for
declaring war against Germany. Her
ships have been destroyed, her neu¬

trality contemptuously flouted, her
commerce harried and even her In¬
ternal politics Interfered with. The
German propaganda In this respect
was less Insidious than In some other
neutral countries because apparently
there was no fear of being brought to
book by open Intrigues. Attempts
were made to determine the course of

Solittcat parties and by that means to
lctate the policy of the governmentItself. The army element and the

court faction made no secret of their
plans.
Much of the time while this German

movement has been going on the gov¬
ernment of King Alfonso has been
helpless. Internal political conditions
threatened revolutions, as In Cata¬
lonia, which In peace periods are nottaken very seriously; became very
grave when nearly all of Europe was
at war, and Spain was not entirelya free agent.

This uncertainty might have goneon Indefinitely, with Germany con¬tinuing to use Spain as a wirelessstation and virtually as a base ofmilitary operations had not Gen.Foch's reversal of the military con¬ditions come about. Now KingAlfonso and the pro-ally supportersof .his government cannot onlybreathe more freely, but can defy the
court faction and the hostile military
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element In taking measures to vindi¬
cate, tardily as It Is, Spain's sov¬

ereignty and to affirm her rights as a

neutral nation.
The first step Is to provide for the

requisition of Interned German ton¬
nage equivalent to submarine sink¬
ings. When the German submarines
torpedoed the Spanish steamer bring¬
ing home the Spanish minister to
Greece, after Berlin ha<l been noti¬
fied that the minister was a pas-
Eenger, It would seem that the limit
of tolerance had been reached, but
all that the Madrid government dared
do at the time was to make "ener¬
getic protest," which, of course, Berlin
contemptuously brushed aside. At
last a' more resolute policy has been
adopted, although advices from Ber¬
lin, by way of Switzerland, say that
Germany refuses to accept the Span¬
ish ultimatum regarding requisition
of interned German tonnage equiva¬
lent to future submarine sinkings.
If the government at Madrid keeps
its spunk what Berlin accepts or re¬

fuses to accept will be of little mo¬
ment.
The German ships in the harbors of

Spain were Interned In accordance
with international law at the begin¬
ning of the war. Notwithstanding
that Spain lost much of her own ton¬
nage through thn German sub¬
marines, these shlpd were allowed to
remain idle. Their officerp accord¬
ing to reports received, acted as if
they were still the maBterp and the
Spanish authorities their servants.

PLAZA OF ARMS, MADRID.

They undoubtedly were encouraged In
this arrogiince by tne p -o-German
military element in Soa'n, tome of
whose members not long a«o went to
the length of giving them a formal
dinner. Figures are n.it avillablo ds
to the quantity of tonnage which
Spain acquires by making ur.-> cf these
German ship?', l-ut it 13 an appre¬
ciable factor in the pivsent sfnte of
the Spanish mercantile c.aiine.
While the victories of the allies have

been the principal factor in enabling
King Alfonso's government to show
some grit In dealing with Germany,
there have been other cauces. One of
these is undoubtedly a reflex Influence
from the Spaniards in South America.
Some of these are in southern brazil,
close to the German settlements that
were made sixty years ago. Tne
greater part of them, hov/ever, on the
east coast are in Uruguay and the
Argentine Republic, and on the west
coast in Chile.coast in Chile and Peru.
These Spaniards in South American

countries are not subject to pro-German court lnliuences. They are
entirely outside the sphere of army
sway in Spain. A small number of
them are possibly in some degree
controlled through German financial
and commercial influences. There
aro a few conspicuous Instances of
this kind, but the German partisan¬
ship of these men Is known to be
solely due to their financial connec¬
tions. They have no effect on the
great body of their countrymen. The
mass of the Spaniards In the South
American countries reflect the senti¬

ment of their environment, which 1bIntensely anti-German.
This feeling is carried back to Spainby Spanish workers and by other per¬sons who are in a position to knowwhat the popular sentiment Is., Backof it also is the resentment bt the

attempted German commercial domi¬
nance. The South American trade is
very Important to Spain, and the
great mass of Spaniards In SouthAmerica feel that this trade will be
endangered should Germany acquireher old position. Their opinions haveboen conveyed with bluntnesa toMadrid that If Spain la to carry out
an economic policy of her own afterthe war she1 must free herself entire¬ly from German overlordshlp.It Is not unlikely that the discus¬sion of an Independent economic pol¬icy which some of the statesmen at
Madrid are committed to Is also oneof the reflex Influences that is
strengthening King Alfonso's govern¬
ment In leading up to a pro-ally pol¬icy.
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There are" two factors In Spain's
economic future. One relates to her
exports of raw materials and the
other to the ImportB of foodstuffs
and raw materials.

Spain has to import large quantitiesof cereals. The United States and
Canada, India and the South Ameri¬
can countries can supply all her food
needs. Germany can supply none of
them. That is one good reason why

Army and Navy News
THE office of the surgeon general

of the Army is taking the keen¬
est interest in the physical coi.di-
tion of Army fliers and aviation

students in the camps. In this respect
It Is working in co-operation with the
division of military aeronautics to keep
the fliers in the pink of condition with¬
out letting them go stale. It is seeking
to prevent accidents, but since it is cer¬
tain that they will occur, it 1b now
providing "ship hospitals" for avia¬
tion fields. The new style of hos¬
pital is an airplane fitted up with first-
aid appliances, primary surgical in¬
struments and all devices neces¬
sary for the immediate relief of an in¬
jured aviator. The machine body is so

designed that an injured man may be
placed at length on a stretcher for the
I urpose of transporting him comfortably
to the base hospital. In the near future
they will also be provided with tents, so
that if it be imprudent to move the pa¬
tient ho can be fully protected until
conditions for his removal are favorable.
These "flying hospitals" bear the de¬
sign of the Red Cross on their white
bodies and carry all the insignia of the
hospital.

It not infrequently happens that a flier
Is injured at a distance of ten miles pr
more from his base hospital. Hitherto
the method of giving him aid has been to
{tend a motor ambulance to him. Tills
takes time, and in the event of serious
Injury the rough passage back to camp
rot only takes more time, but adds to
the suffering of the patient. As every
minute in cases of this sort is precious,
It Is easy to see the advantage that may
come from the Introduction of these
"ship hospitals." The flight surgeon
has complete control of theso machines,
and it is usually his duty In case of
accident to fly to the Injured man. The
flight surgeon, under the regulations,
must himself be able to do straight fly¬
ing and make landings, although ho has
a pilot to handle the machine.

Military aeronautics has introduced
this new ambulance service into the fly¬
ing campS at Gersten, Ellington and
Kelly fields, and will provide it for a'.i
other aviation fields in this country and
also In places where recommended
abroad. It Is the avowed intention of
the surgeon general's office to co-operato
with military aeronautics In every pos¬sible way to maintain the health and in
ense of need give surgical aid In all
nvlatlon cases. Brig. Gen. Lyster, Mcdi-
cal Corps, who Is at the head of this
division, has taken the active part in
this organization.
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pOU JOHN a PAIR, chief of the
remount service and head of the

reclamation service of the Army, has
accepted the detail to the command of
a field artillery regiment, and haa
got>o to Fort Sill, Ok In., to join his

command. As chief of the remount
service he has provide the Army with
all the animals that it has asked for,
and has done so In the best spirit of
co-operation with the allies. No
branch of the service has asked for a
horse or a mule and had to wait,for
its purchase by that division. It has
provided all the harness and all
animal-drawn vehicles for the Quar¬
termaster Corps at the time that that
corps has called upon him to have them
ready, and at a cost which under
present conditions' must be regarded
as reasonable. He was one of the two
or three divisional chiefs In the Quar¬
termaster Corps retained in office by
Gen. Goethals when he entered that
office. Gen. Goethals also named him
to be chief of the division of reclama¬
tion and conservation of the Army,
and in that capacity he has shown his
mastery of the principles of economy
on a grand scale In the way of waste
prevention of Army supplies, some of
the savings In such matters as the
salvage of shoes and hats, fats and
fertilizers being a revelation to most
people. .
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tpHE death, of Ma}. William R.
Ream, flight surgeon, M. R. C.

formerly of Omaha, Neb., was a sacri¬
fice to his desire to be of service to
the fliers of military aeronautics, both
in the training processes and on the
sterner fields of air contest over the
enemy lines in Prance. Maj. Ream
was among the Very first to realize
the supreme importance of caring for
the nervous and mental welfare of the
flying men of the Army. He had long
been on duty In the flying field at San
Diego and was In full sympathy with
airmen, knowing their weak spots and
having regard for their peculiarities
and little prejudices. He recently had
been on duty at Haclehurst Field,
Long Island, N. Y., where he was tak¬
ing special instruction to fill the new¬
ly created position of flight surgeon,
charged with the oversight of the
physical condition of fliers, with a
view of preventing unnecessary acci¬
dents due to a flier's going up when
he is unfit.
At the time of the accident he was

flying, although with ft pilot, in a
long practice flight with a group of
flyers, to determine the effect of the
living conditi6ns upon the group, and
his last Informal report was to th6
effect that departure from a strict ob¬
servance of training rules was notice¬
able in the flier's work on the fol¬
lowing day.

Maj. Ream was not a novice himself
as a filer. He had taken the full
course of flying at San Diego and was
entitled to his R. M. A. rating. There
was some delay over the granting of
the letters, but the papers had been
straightened out and the rating would
have been sent to him the day on
which he was killed. A terrific wind¬
storm overtook tht flying group at
Kflbigham, 111., on August 23, and as

the pilot took his machine to the
ground In search of shelter it fell Into
a nose spin and buried Itself in a
cornfield, killing MaJ. Ream almost
instantly.
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fpHE hearings which led to the Sen¬
ate subcommittee report on the

state of Army military aeronautics, al¬
though startling to the public, brought
no surprise to those who are familiar
with what is going on in military cir¬
cles. They had long realized that the
former aircraft administration had
been unequa'. to the creation of either
aviation production or aviation or¬

ganization. Those conclusions could
easily have been deduced from the re¬

port made last spring by the Senate
military affairs committee, although
the gravity of the failure was not
then generally realized by reason of
the promises that the War Depart¬
ment made of prompt correction and
its announcement that production was
delayed and not collapsed. At that
time little was said of defective mili¬
tary organization of aeronautics
either in this country or with the ex¬
peditionary force, although, fortu¬
nately, the War Department did not
overlook that condition. The truth of
the Senate report, apparently con¬
firmed by the Marshall report made
soon thereafter to the President, was
recognized in the prompt separation
of military aeronautics from the Sig¬
nal Corps as soon as the passage of
the Overman law gave the President
authority to make the transfer.
With that transfer comes the sharp

line of demarcation which must be
held constantly before any one seek¬
ing a fair view of the aeronautical
situation in the United States Army.
The Secretary of War created a di¬

vision of military aeronautics, placing
at its head Maj. Gen. W. L. Kenly, and
a bureau of aircraft production, with
a civilian, John D. Ryan, at its head.
The relation of these two divisions
to each other is thus set forth in the
hearing of Gen. Kenly:
"It became evident at first that with

an independent head of production
and an Independent head of opera¬
tions the success of our work would
depend upon the closest sort of co¬
operation. To parallel each other we
would have to be very, very close."
With this end in view, they soon

agreed upon a course, which was that
Gen. Kenly should tell Mr. Ryan what
he wanted in the way of production,
and then Ryan would produce It. Gen.
Kenly would approve It or suggest
modifications, and when finally both
had approved it Ryan would put It in
production anil turn It over to Kenly
for distribution. A lack of co-opera-
tlon having sprung up between Bome
of their engineering subordinates, the
two chiefs combined their engineer¬
ing sections and told them they had
to work out their problems In a spirit
of mutual helpfulness, and that was
all there was to it. The result has
been excellent, but tho testing section
was placed under the exclusive con¬
trol of Gen. Kenly. The general staff
'Ml > ' f.Jfc r 7 :J Jf i

approved of nil thc?e arrangements,which were reduced to writing.In the course of the hearing Gen.
Kenly spoke emphatically of the co¬
operation from Messrs. Ryan and Pot¬
ter, but In answer to the chairman
that the establishment of a cabinet
department of aeronautics would be
a wise thing to do. Apparently the
faulty principle of dual control of the
airplane service has been recognizedsince the subcommittee's report has
pointed it out, for the Secretary of
War has appointed Mr. Ryan assist¬
ant secretary of war In charge of air¬
craft production, but whether thiswill meet the situation presented bythe subcommittee is a question still
to bo determined.

In the Army viewpoint the situa¬tion of the expeditionary force raises
complications and offers difficultieswhich have contributed no small partof the confusion that has arisen In
aeronautics. To quote again the lan¬
guage of Gen. Kenly (page 94 of the
hearings): "If you could look overthe dispatches I have received youwould find a cable from overseas asksfor one thing one day, and the next
day countermands the order; and
then the next day asks for It again,and a week later again countermandsIt. It Is a jumble.;'
Facts that cannot be here detailedIndicate that military aeronautics is

receiving, testing and delivering ma¬
chines, is producing and trafnlng fil¬
ers, has changed the system and to
a great degree the personnel of Its
administrative section; It has Intro¬
duced changes, reforms and Improve¬
ments In aviation camps, productiveof better selection of candidates, bet¬
ter discipline nnd greater safety for
fliers. Gen. Kenly and Mr. Ryan had
to make a new machine out of the
wreckage of the old one, and they
are not to be judged by past failures.
They have made no misrepresenta¬tion of what they have done, and have
made no promises of what they will
do. Their difficulties must not be
minimized. Lack of control of the
European situation is confusing nnd
Involves tedious delays. Provision
must be made for the needs of naval
aeronautics. But the fact that these
men are aware of the difficulties that
confront them and are determined to
overcome them, coupled with the fact
that they have the support of Con¬
gress and the administration, givesbetter promise of ultimate success
than any glittering statement theycould make. They deserve.and It Is
believed that they have.the Confi¬
dence of the American people.

*
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>pHE War Department has made an
order designating Brig. Gen.

Charles B. Drake of the general staff
to organize the Motor Transport Corps,
and the process has begun. It Is gen¬
erally understood that the functions
of the new corps will Include super¬
vision and control of all motors for
the Army, with the exception of spe¬
cial vehicles used by a particular
corps, such aa ambulances for the
Medical Corps, certain tractors for the
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Capital Is the essential element for
Industrial enterprises. Spain has vir¬
tually no surplus capital of her, own.
fehe must look to other countries for it.
Germany, financially, la today bank¬

rupt. She could do nothing tor Spain
after the war, except In a small way,
and In order to sustain German-owaed
factories.

the war. will hare capl-
i,oli k » i? abroad, as she always has
bad, but the United States will have
more, and the tendency oif-our national
£h!!C& fi? one °' the re*'ult> of the war,
will be to encourage foreign Investments.
¦American financial Interests, when th«
g«at conmet broke out. were pta.^
large investments In Spain to build rail-
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cient olllcer material for his organi-
» ZUlng back to the Army aome
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'X'HE bureau of navigation of the
Navy has sent out a notice to en¬

listed men of the Navy, the coast
guard and the r.aval reserve force of
the establishment of an officers' ma¬
terial school for the Pay Corps at
Princeton University through the co¬
operation of the trustees and faculty
of that institution. The Instruction
staff will be composed of officers and
men of the Navy and the naval re¬
serve force. The capacitv nt ii.a
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bv th« _C0ur8e are recommended 1
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commanding officer as a r«-
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slons as paymasters, U. S. N. R. F
with the rank of ensign for the gen-
"a' "f'vlc®. Men who are not Suc¬
cessful in passing the examination

held byV them? th" rat'n*" prevloual*

It Wouldn't Do.
ROBERT W. CHAMBERS said at the

Century Club In New York:
"The war has changed all things.

We older writers are quite disortent-

more^6 d°n t kn0W how t0 wrlte any

Mr. Chambers smiled ruefully «

Imagine describing a girl's ear: t4«
day, he said, '%s shell-llk.r"' . -


